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GOSPEL REFLECTION: Matthew 2:1-12 
This well-known passage from Matthew’s infancy narrative compares and contrasts the openness of 

the wise men, the “outsiders,” with the power-hungry and suspicious King Herod, a Jewish leader, and 

therefore, an “insider.” The powers of light and of darkness, the energy for good found in dreams and 

the brute power of oppression and force, an open universal perspective and a closed defensive and 

self-serving isolation -- all these are clearly contrasted here. 

1. What, in the wise men's experience, communicated there was something special about this birth? 

2. How did God's revelation to the wise men challenge the assumptions of Jewish beliefs? 

3. In your experience, how do “insiders” (i.e. those inside the church) display Herod-like characteristics 

and how do “outsiders” display openness and faith in God? 

CWL NEW YEARS PARTY 
We are having a New Years PARTY. It is set for Wednesday, January 18th. Please let everyone know, it 

is not for CWL members only, it is for all community women. We need to reach out to all our area 

women and invite them for a night to celebrate the great community that we have. The gift 

exchange has been increased to $20. Come out, bring a friend, let's get our hearts and minds ready 

to enjoy the fellowship of others. 

BISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL 2022 
Thanks to all who have made a gift or pledge to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal! Our goal for 2022 was 

$5304.80 and to date we have raised $6550.00. As a diocese, we have raised $891,168.53, which is 

63% of our goal.  For those who have not yet made a gift: please prayerfully consider supporting a 

range of much-needed ministry and outreach in our diocese through the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. 

Learn more or give online at dscf.ca/baa, by electronic transfer to: e-transferBAA@dscf.ca, or make 

cheques payable to “DSCF – Bishop’s Annual Appeal” and send to Diocese of Saskatoon Catholic 

Foundation, Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon, SK S7S 1H1, or drop your donation 

at your parish. It is also possible to make a gift of shares. Call (306) 659-5851 for more information. 

(Note: Donations must be received by Dec. 31 for a 2022 charitable receipt.) Every gift is needed and 

will make a difference!  

Date Reader 

January 15: 11 am (Sun) Blanche 

January 22: 11 am (Sun) Darren 

January 29: 11 am (Sun) Sharon 

February 4: 5:30 pm (Sat) Ray 

February 11: 5:30 pm (Sat) Aimée 

February 18: 5:30 pm (Sat) Cole 

http://www.kldmcatholic.com/


CATHOLIC TRC HEALING RESPONSE 
For more information about our diocesan commitment of $250,000 per year over five years to support 

projects of support and healing for Residential School survivors and their communities; about the 

vision of our local diocesan TRC Discernment Circle; or to make a donation online, please see the 

Diocese of Saskatoon Catholic Foundation website at: https://dscf.ca/trc/ (To give a cheque, please 

make payable to Diocese of Saskatoon Catholic Foundation with “TRC” in the memo line, and drop 

at your local parish, or send to DSCF, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon, SK S7S 1H1). For more information 

contact (306) 659-5851. 

“There is no single step that can eliminate the pain felt by residential school survivors, but by listening, 

seeking relationships, and working collaboratively where we are able, we hope to learn how to walk 

together in a new path of hope.” – Calgary Bishop William McGratten, CCCB vice-president. 

ARISE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S RETREAT RETURNS FEB. 11-12, 2023 
Arise: Seen. Known. Loved. The Arise retreat includes a whole day Saturday, Feb. 11 (with lunch and 

supper), and workshops Sunday Feb. 12, held at the Cathedral of the Holy Family, 123 Nelson Road, 

Saskatoon. Regular price before tax: $130; university students: $100; high school students: $75. 

Registration is now open. Find more details at https://arisecatholicmovement.ca/   

PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK 
Look! Look up, O Jerusalem! The world is coming, running to walk in your light. We are the sparkling 

and dull, the border agents and the undocumented, the kings and the drifters, Lord, please shine 

your light upon us all. Let your star chase away our darkness and fill us with your radiant love. Make us 

into epiphanies overflowing with wonderful care for each other. Amen. 

WORDS OF WISDOM 
1.  Never buy a Rolex watch from someone who's out of breath. 

2.  Remember, it's not your job to get people to like you, it's your job to like people. 

3.  Pay attention to pictures of missing children. 

4.  Remember that the only dumb question is the one you wanted to ask but didn't. 

5.  Watch a video on CPR and emergency first aid with your family. 

6.  Ask yourself if what you are doing today is getting you closer to where you want to be tomorrow. 

7.  Don’t expect different results from the same behavior. 

8.  Always offer guests something to eat or drink when they drop by. 

9.  When you race your kids, let them win at the end. 

JORDAN, EPIPHANY OR BAPTISM OF THE LORD: THE HISTORY OF THE HOLIDAY 

This is a national and religious holiday, which has become extremely popular among Ukrainians. 

It is associated with the performance of the Sacrament of Baptism by Jesus Christ, which took place 

on the Jordan River (where one of the names of the holiday comes from), when the Savior was 30 

years old. 

In the Bible, it is described that during the baptism, the Holy Spirit, who had the form of a dove, 

descended from heaven on Christ. 

And then the Voice of God rang out. 

Because of this, the holiday is also often called Epiphany among the people. 

Many people at Vodokhreshche try to dive into the pit. 

It has long been believed that water has healing power on January 19. 

It can treat ailments: both physical and spiritual. 

Believers and priests go to a pre-cut pit, which is a symbol of the Jordan River. 

The priest consecrates the water by immersing the cross in it three times, lighting a fire and saying the 

words of prayer. 

After that, all those who wish to purify themselves can immerse their heads three times in the holy 

water, be baptized and say the words of prayer about themselves. 

The meaning of this rite is that believers are ready to follow Jesus, accept baptism and the Christian 

faith. 

Although diving into the water is more of a tradition than a necessity. 

After all, after consecrating the water, all believers collect it in bottles and keep it throughout the 

year. 

They say that such water cures all kinds of diseases. 
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